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Introduction 

Meoncross School is committed to operating a fair and transparent admissions policy. 
It is the decision of the Headmistress as to whether the applicant will benefit from an education at 
Meoncross and contribute fully to the life of the school. 
 

Aims & Objectives 

To apply the admissions policy equally to all who wish to attend the school.  
To not disadvantage any child by virtue of gender, race, religion or disability. 
To provide an equal opportunity for all children to have their potential identified. 
To handle all applications in a sensitive and confidential manner. 
To keep class sizes small 
To keep an even distribution of boys and girls in each class, where possible. 
 

Entry Points 

Entry is at any point from Nursery to Year 10 (ages 2 ½ to 17 years) and at any stage in the academic 
year, subject to the availability of places. 

Pupils from the Upper Nursery, Year 3, Year 6 and Year 11 will ordinarily continue to the next stage of 
their education at Meoncross, rising to the Infant, Junior and Senior Schools respectively.  

Application Process to the Nursery 

Entry to the Nursery is non-selective and open to children from the community whose families 
support the aims of the school.  

Children are expected to attend for a minimum of three sessions per week in the Seahorses and six 
sessions per week in the Starfish. 

Parents put their child’s name down on the waiting list by completing the Registration form and 
paying the fee.  

The waiting list is arranged in Registration date order with priority given to those who register on the 
earliest date and to those with siblings in the school.   

Prior to entry, parents arrange a visit to the Nursery. 

Parents accept a place by completing the Acceptance form and paying the deposit. 

Application Process to the Lower & Upper Schools 

Providing there is availability in the relevant year group, an applicant is invited to the school for 
assessment. 

Places are offered on the basis of the successful fulfilment of the selection process: 

 Two consecutive ‘taster’ days at the school  

 Academic assessments in numeracy, literacy and reasoning,  appropriate to the age of the 
applicant (see below for full details) 

 Assessment of an applicant’s sociability and interaction amongst their peer group 

 An interview with the Headmistress (for applications from Year 3 to Year 12) 

 A recent academic report 

Parents accept a place by completing the Acceptance form and paying the deposit. 

 



Academic Assessments  

Reception to Year 2  

Children spend two ‘taster days’ in their year group, taking part in timetabled lessons.  This enables us 
to build a picture of the child socially and academically. 

During these visits the child will take part in lessons with their peers. The Form teacher will listen to the 
child read or share a book with them, complete a piece of writing (if appropriate) and complete a piece 
of maths work. 

If the child is visiting Reception or Year One, they will also complete a Read, Write, Inc. phonics 
assessment in order to assess their phonic knowledge. In Year Two the child will complete the Phonics 
Screening test (taken at the end of Year One) and if the date of the visit coincides with a more ‘formal’ 
test such as the Year Two SATs, the child may join in. 

Results and feedback from the taster days are then given to parents via an appointment with the 
Headmistress.  

Years 3 to 6  

Children will also spend two ‘taster days’ in their year group and take part in English and Maths 
assessments over the two days, including Reading and Spelling. 

Upper School  

Upper School Entrance Assessments take place in the January/February prior to entry in the following 
September.  

Year 7 11+ Entry and Year 9 13+ Entry 

11+ external candidates sit assessment papers in Mathematics, English Comprehension, English 
Writing and Verbal Reasoning. Pupils in Year 6 at Meoncross are not required to sit the 11+ 
Assessment papers.  

Year 9 13+ Entry 

13+ external candidates sit assessment papers in Mathematics, English Comprehension and English 
Writing.  

Places are offered to candidates who have achieved on or above the baseline score required for entry 
and in order of highest scores first. Once all places have been offered, we operate a waiting list 
system and applicants are advised as soon as possible of success or otherwise.  

All dates for the Upper School Experience Days, Scholarship Day, Entrance Assessment Day and 
deadlines for entry are published on the school website and available from the school office upon 
request. 

Intermediate entry to Years 7 to 10 

Applicants sit assessment papers in Mathematics, English Comprehension and English Writing.  
Intermediate entry candidates sit the same tests as those taken annually by their peer group.   
Standardised scores are derived and compared with the cohort average to determine whether or not 
a place is offered.  

Overseas candidates to Years 7 to 12 

Candidates from overseas may also be required to sit an ‘English as an Additional Language’ paper. 

  



 

Learning Support Requirements 

Candidates with diagnosed conditions requiring additional time or other special measures are treated 
in accordance with the school’s Special Educational Needs policy. Details of the criteria for awarding 
extra time are available from the Admissions Office and available to all applicants. The Headmistress, 
in addition to considering candidates’ interview and assessment performance, take notice of all 
references provided in support of a pupil’s application. 

Notice of a Place 

All candidates receive written formal notification of acceptance or otherwise.  

Acceptance of a place is required within the time frame published in the offer letter and available 
from the Admissions office. A place cannot be held over indefinitely, and in the event that it is not 
accepted by the deadline, will be passed onto the first candidate on the waiting list. 
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